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and Lally never got to Pondichery till near the end of
April 1758.

Arrived in India, Lally plunged into his work with
characteristic energy, and with an impetuosity which,
though it commanded success for the moment, drew fatal
results in its train. On the very night of his arrival he
sent out a detachment to capture the little fort of Cudda-
lore, and by the time he had been five weeks in India he
Lally takes was master of Fort St. David, the second in
David, June importance, and probably the strongest of the
2>I758' English settlements on the coast.

Lally was very sanguine of complete success, as is
shown by his letter to Bussy, whom he recalled from the
His am- Deccan to assist in the siege of Madras. ' I
bitious will not: conceal from you that, Madras once

schemes.            ,          _             ,            .       ,                       .,           ,

taken, I am determined to proceed to the
Ganges either by land or by sea. ... I confine myself
now to indicate to you my policy in these five words :
"No Englishman in the Peninsula" (" Plus d3Anglais dans
laPe'ninsule").5

Thus far all had gone well. Lally by sheer energy had
borne down all obstacles and accomplished half his pro-
gramme ; but he had accomplished it in the teeth of
growing difficulties, created not by the enemy but by the
Laiiy's ill-will and indifference of the Pondichery
difficulties, authorities and by his own fiery and over-
bearing temper. He had come out to India prepared to
find fault. Both the directors of the Company and the
ministers of the Crown had intimated to him in the
plainest possible terms that corruption of every kind
was rampant at Pond iche'ry, and that he was to put an
end to it. Coming therefore as he did with the belief
that he had to deal with a nest of robbers, he was not
likely to put a favourable construction on the acts of the
Pondichery authorities^ and these were of a nature-to